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Special Meeting         Tuesday, September 23, 2025 

City Hall Council Chambers                         2:00 p.m. 

 

The special meeting was called to order by Mayor Daniels. The city clerk called the roll: 

 

Councilor Phanthay-present    Councilor O’Halloran-present  

Councilor Kimball-present     Councilor Morin-present 

Mayor Daniels-present  

 

Mayor Daniels declared that a quorum was present. City Manager Eric Glidden and City Solicitor 

Johnathan Pottle were also present.  

 

Mayor Daniels led members of the Council and others present in reciting the pledge of allegiance to the 

flag of the United States of America. 

 

Mayor Daniels read the notice for the regular meeting.  

 

TO: Soubanh Phanthay, Dani O’Halloran, William Kimball, Jenn Morin and Michele Daniels; 

MEMBERS OF THE BREWER CITY COUNCIL. You are hereby notified that a special meeting of the 

City Council of the City of Brewer will be held on Tuesday, September 23, 2025 beginning at 2:00 

p.m., at 80 North Main Street, to consider and act on the items on the attached agenda.  

 

      s/ Michele Daniels      

      Mayor and Chairman of the City Council 

      Or_______________________________________ 

      Majority of the City Council 

 

      a true copy, attest:  s/Vincent P. Migliore    

         City Clerk 

 

************************ 

OFFICER’S RETURN 

I have on the date(s) and time(s) indicated given notice of this meeting by giving in hand of by leaving 

at the usual dwelling place of the within named an attested copy of this notice of meeting: 

 

Given/Delivered to: by (person delivering)  Title  Date  Time 

 

Soubanh Phanthay       09/19/2025  

Dani O’Halloran       09/19/2025 

William Kimball       09/19/2025  

Jenn M. Morin        09/19/2025 

Michele Daniels       09/19/2025  

*** 
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CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING 

Tuesday, September 23, 2025 2:00 P.M. 

Brewer City Hall Council Chambers 
 

I. Call to Order (Mayor Daniels)  

II. Roll Call (City Clerk) 

III. Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America (Mayor Daniels) 

A. Minutes (none) 

B. Awards, Petitions and Public Comments  

 1.  Proclamation:    Firefighter’s Recognition Day.  

(Mayor Daniels)  

IV.  Recess for Public Hearings  

 1. To consider an appeal of the deemed denial of Elevate Child Care Center’s City of  

Brewer Day Care Provider License application.  

 2. To consider adopting State of Maine General Assistance Maximums for October 1, 2025  

through September 30, 2026 for Appendices A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, and Recovery 

Residence Maximums.  

V.  Adjourn Public Hearings  

C. Consent Calendar (none)  

D. Monthly Reports (none) 

E. Nominations, Appointments, Elections (none)  

F. Unfinished Business (none)  

G. New Business  

1. (2025-B035) RESOLVE Adopt State of Maine General Assistance Maximums for  

October 2025 through September 2026.  

(Councilor O’Halloran)  

2. (2025-C013) ORDER Amend Chapter 28 of the Charter, Codes and Ordinances of  

the City of Brewer, entitled “Brewer Sign Ordinance”, 

Article 6, “Sign Standards”, Section 6.10, “Changeable 

Signs”. (Councilor Kimball)  

H. New Items with Leave of Council 

I. ADJOURN  

*** 

 

A. Minutes  

 

There were no meeting minutes. 

*** 
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B. Awards, Petitions and Public Comments  

 

Mayor Daniels read the proclamation.  

 

PROCLAMATION 

FIREFIGHTER’S RECONIGTION DAY 

 
WHEREAS, in honor of the brave men and women who protect the life and property of Maine 

people, the State of Maine and its citizens observe the first Saturday in October as Firefighter’s 

Recognition Day in accordance with Title 1 M.R.S.A., §135; and  

 

WHEREAS, Maine has over three hundred thirty fire departments across the state dedicated to 

keeping communities safe through fire response, medical emergencies, search and rescue, fire 

prevention, and code enforcement; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City of Brewer has nineteen professional firefighters dedicated to protecting the 

life and well-being of Brewer residents and the surrounding communities; and  

 

WHEREAS, Brewer firefighters face risks and potential dangers every day in the performance of 

their duties to ensure the safety and well-being of Brewer residents; and  

 

WHEREAS, Brewer firefighters have faithfully responded to over 3,500 incidents over the last 

year; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Brewer City Council recognizes the hard work, sacrifice, professionalism and 

dedication that Brewer firefighters demonstrate on a daily basis.  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, I, MICHELE DANIELS, Mayor of the City of Brewer, on behalf of the 

City Council and citizens of Brewer, do hereby proclaim the first Saturday of October 2025 as  

 

FIREFIGHTER’S RECONIGTION DAY 
 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the City of 

Brewer to be imprinted this twenty-third day of September Two-Thousand-and-Twenty-Five. 

 

Signed this twenty-third day of September, 2025  

Michele Daniels, Mayor 

*** 
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IV.  Recess for Public Hearings  

 

Mayor Daniels said the City Council would recess for public hearings and that after the public hearings 

the Council would return to the special meeting and take up the rest of the items on the agenda. 

 

The public hearing was called to order by Mayor Daniels. The city clerk called the roll: 

 

Councilor Phanthay-present    Councilor O’Halloran-present  

Councilor Kimball-present     Councilor Morin-present 

Mayor Daniels-present  

 

Mayor Daniels declared that a quorum was present. City Manager Eric Glidden and City Solicitor 

Johnathan Pottle were also present.  

*** 

 

 1. To consider an appeal of the deemed denial of Elevate Child Care Center’s City of  

Brewer Day Care Provider License application.  

 

Mayor Daniels read the public notice for the hearing:  

 

CITY OF BREWER 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

 

Notice is hereby given that the Brewer City Council will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, September 

23, 2025 at 2:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at Brewer City Hall located at 80 North Main 

Street, Brewer, Maine, to consider an appeal of the deemed denial of Elevate Child Care Center’s City 

of Brewer Day Care Provider License application. Any person may present written or oral comments at 

this public hearing. Written comments must be received by 12:00 p.m. on the date of the hearing.  

 

 

Vincent P. Migliore 

              City Clerk  

 

The Council heard the testimony and argument of Sara Grant, owner of Elevate Child Care Center. The 

Council heard the testimony and argument of City of Brewer Public Safety Director Christopher Martin. 

The Council heard the testimony and argument of Brewer Police Detective Paul Gauvin, and received a 

written Brewer Police Department Investigation Timeline and Synopsis. The Council heard the 

testimony and argument of Michelle Harmon and received a written statement from Michelle Harmon. 

The Council heard the testimony and argument of Sandra Simpson and received from Sandra a written 

statement from Leane Cyr. The Council heard the testimony and argument of Kristen Boucher, with 

assistance of Betsey Grant, and received a written statement of Kristen Boucher, a printout of a message 

sent via the Procare application from Elevate Child Care Center to parents regarding the incident, and a 



City Council Minutes 
Special Meeting, Tuesday, September 23, 2025 

 

 

5 

 

letter from Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) Investigator Smith to the Boucher 

parents dated July 29, 2025. The Council received a July 2022 DHHS Plan of Action for Elevate Child 

Care Center. The Council received comments and question from members of the public in attendance.  

 

The Council closed the public hearing and began deliberations. Each Councilor expressed their opinion 

that the license denial should be upheld; there remained only consideration of a possible transition 

period to give parents an opportunity to find other childcare arrangements.  

 

ACTION: Councilor Phanthay moved to continue the proceeding on Friday, September 26, 2025 at 

11:00 a.m. Councilor Kimball seconded the motion. The motion passed with a unanimous vote.  

*** 

 

The public hearing was called to order by Mayor Daniels. The city clerk called the roll: 

 

Councilor Phanthay-present    Councilor O’Halloran-present  

Councilor Kimball-present     Councilor Morin-present 

Mayor Daniels-present  

 

Mayor Daniels declared that a quorum was present. City Manager Eric Glidden and City Solicitor 

Johnathan Pottle were also present.  

*** 

 

 2. To consider adopting State of Maine General Assistance Maximums for October 1, 2025  

through September 30, 2026 for Appendices A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, and Recovery 

Residence Maximums.  

 

Mayor Daniels read the public notice for the hearing:  

 

CITY OF BREWER 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

 

Notice is hereby given that the Brewer City Council will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, September 

23, 2025 at 2:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at Brewer City Hall located at 80 North Main 

Street, Brewer, Maine, to consider adopting State of Maine General Assistance Maximums for October 

1, 2025 through September 30, 2026 for Appendices A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, and Recovery Residence 

Maximums. Any person may present written or oral comments at this public hearing. Written comments 

must be received by 12:00 p.m. on the date of the hearing.  

 

Vincent P. Migliore 

              City Clerk  
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Mayor Daniels asked if any written comments had been received from the public on the matter of 

adopting the 2026 State of Maine General Assistance Maximums; there were none. Mayor Daniels 

asked the Council if they had any comments; Councilor O’Halloran noted that adoption of the 

maximums is required annually, the City Manager added that adopting alternate maximums is possible, 

but that the state’s proposed maximums were reasonable. Mayor Daniels invited members of the public 

present to speak on the matter of adopting the 2026 State of Maine General Assistance Maximums; there 

were no public comments. Mayor Daniels closed the public hearing.  

*** 

 

V.  Adjourn Public Hearings  

 

Mayor Daniels adjourned the public hearings.  

*** 

 

The regular meeting was called back to order by Mayor Daniels. The city clerk called the roll: 

 

Councilor Phanthay-present    Councilor O’Halloran-present  

Councilor Kimball-present     Councilor Morin-present 

Mayor Daniels-present  

 

Mayor Daniels declared that a quorum was present. City Manager Eric Glidden and City Solicitor 

Johnathan Pottle were also present.  

*** 

 

C. Consent Calendar 

 

There was no consent calendar. 

*** 

 

D. Monthly Reports  

 

There were no monthly reports. 

*** 

 

E. Nominations, Appointments, Elections  

 

There were no nominations, appointments or elections.  

*** 

 

F. Unfinished Business  

 

There was no unfinished business.  

***  
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G. New Business  

 

2025-B035             September 23, 2025 

 

TITLE: RESOLVE, ADOPT STATE OF MAINE GENERAL ASSISTANCE MAXIMUMS  

FOR OCTOBER 2025 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 2026. 

           

Filed September 12, 2025 

By Dani O’Halloran 

 

WHEREAS, the Maine Municipal Association has released updated State of Maine General 

Assistance Program Maximums for the upcoming year October 1, 2025 through September 30, 2026, for 

Appendices A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, and Recovery Residence Maximums; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Maine Municipal Association’s updated General Assistance Ordinance will be 

released in the near future for consideration and adoption.   

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Brewer City Council, hereby adopts the State 

of Maine General Assistance Program Maximums for the upcoming year October 1, 2025 through 

September 30, 2026, for Appendices A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, and Recovery Residence Maximums.  

 

Statement of Fact: Maine municipalities must adopt the State of Maine’s General Assistance 

Maximums annually.  

 

  



MUNICIPALITY OF BREWER 

ADOPTION OF 2026 GENERAL ASSISTANCE MAXIMUMS 

 

Pursuant to 22 M.R.S. § 4305(1), the municipal officers of the Municipality of Brewer, Maine, 

after notice and hearing, hereby adopted the attached General Assistance Appendices (A, B, C, 

D, E, F, G, H, and Recovery Residence Maximums). These appendices shall supersede and 

replace all previous appendices versions. A copy of these appendices will be filed with the Maine 

Department of Health & Human Services (DHHS) pursuant to Title 22 M.R.S. § 4305(4), and 

shall be available for public inspection at the municipal office along with a copy of Title 22 

M.R.S. Chapter 1161.  

 

 

 

 

Signed this 23rd day September, 2025 by the municipal officers:  

 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

Michele Daniels, Mayor 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Jenn Morin, Deputy Mayor 

 

 

______________________________ 

Soubanh Phanthay, City Councilor 

 

 

______________________________ 

Dani O’Halloran, City Councilor 

 

 

______________________________ 

William Kimball, City Councilor 

 



1 2 3 4 5 # in HH Weekly Monthly # in HH Weekly Monthly
$1,137 $1,225 $1,566 $2,008 $2,401 1 $19.95 $85.50 1 $29.63 $127.00

Household of 6 = $2,476 2 $22.52 $96.50 2 $34.07 $146.00
3 $24.97 $107.00 3 $39.67 $170.00
4 $27.53 $118.00 4 $46.32 $198.50
5 $29.88 $128.50 5 $55.65 $238.50
6 $32.55 $139.50 6 $58.68 $251.50

Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly For each additional person, add $10.50/mo For each additional person, add $14.50/mo
0 $231 $993 $260 $1,116
1 $243 $1,043 $280 $1,202
2 $310 $1,335 $358 $1,539
3 $402 $1,730 $460 $1,977
4 $481 $2,066 $550 $2,365

$210.00 $901.50 
$147.00 $631.05 

Persons Weekly Monthly Gallons
1 $69.30 $298.00 225
2 $126.98 $546.00 225
3 $182.56 $785.00 125
4 $231.16 $994.00 125
5 $275.12 $1,183.00 50
6 $330.47 $1,421.00 0
7 $365.35 $1,571.00 50
8 $416.05 $1,789.00 100

Note:  For each additional person add $218 per month. 200
200

Burial $1,620
Additional costs that may be allowed: # in HH Weekly Monthly # of Children Weekly Monthly

1-2 $10.50 $45.00 1 $12.80 $55.00
3-4 $11.60 $50.00 2 $17.40 $75.00

* Urn, not to exceed $55. 5-6 $12.80 $55.00 3 $23.30 $100.00
* Transportation costs at a reasonable rate per mile. 7-8 $14.00 $60.00 4 $27.90 $120.00
Cremation $1,125
Additional costs that may be allowed:
* Wholesale cost of cement liner, if required.

* Opening and closing of gravesite. $.54 per mile

GA Hotline: 1-800-442-6003, option 2 then 1 Revised 09/04/2025

November

Mileage Rate (G)

FUNERAL MAXIMUMS (H) PERSONAL CARE & HOUSEHOLD 
SUPPLIES (F)

SUPPLEMENTS FOR HOUSEHOLDS WITH 
CHILDREN UNDER 5 (F)

* A cremation lot in the least expensive section of the 
cemtary.

For each additional person add $1.25/wk or $5 
per month

When an applicant can verify expenditures for the 
following items, a special supplement will be 
budgeted as necessary for households with 

children under 5 years of age for items such as 
cloth or disposable diapers, laundry powder, oil, & 

shampoo,up to the following amounts:* A lot in the least expensive section of the cemetary unless 
they can provide a lot in a municipally owned cemetary.

December

FOOD MAXIMUMS (B) HEATING FUEL (E) NOTE: When the dwelling unit is heated electrically, the 
maximum amount allowed for heating purposes will be 
calculated by multiplying the number of gallons of fuel 
allowed for that month by the current price per gallon. 
When fuels such as wood, coal and/or natural gas are 
used for heating purposes, they will be budgeted at 
actual rates, if they are reasonable. No eligible applicant 
shall be considered to need more than 7 tons of coal per 
year, 8 cords of wood per year, 126,000 cubic feet of 
natural gas per year, or 1000 gallons of propane.

Month
January

February
March
April
May

June - August
September

October

2) Electricity Maximums for Households with Electrically 
Heated Hot Water: The maximum amounts allowed for 
utilities, hot water, for lights, cooking and other electric 
uses excluding heat:

Recovery Residence

26+ rooms

General Assistance Maximums Reference Sheet-Bangor HMFA
SFY 2026: Oct 1, 2025-Sept 30, 2026

OVERALL MAXIMUMS (A) ELECTRIC (D)
Persons in Household Without electric heat/hot water WITH electric heat/hot water

*Note:  Add $75 for each additional person.

HOUSING MAXIMUMS (C)
Unheated Heated

NOTE: For an electrically heated dwelling also see 
“Heating Fuel” maximums below. But remember, an 
applicant is not automatically entitled to the 
“maximums” established applicants must demonstrate 
need. 1) Electricity Maximums for Households Without 
Electric Hot Water: The maximum amounts allowed for 
utilities, for lights, cooking and other electric uses 
excluding electric hot water and heat:
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7/2025 
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2025-2026 GA Overall Maximums 

Metropolitan Areas 
Persons in Household 

COUNTY 1 2 3 4 5* 

Bangor HMFA: 
Bangor, Brewer, Eddington, Glenburn, Hampden, 

Hermon, Holden, Kenduskeag, Milford, Old Town, 

Orono, Orrington, Penobscot Indian Island 

Reservation, Veazie 

1,137 1,225 1,566 2,008 2,401 

Cumberland County HMFA: Baldwin, 

Bridgton, Brunswick, Harpswell, Harrison, Naples, 

New Gloucester, Pownal, Sebago 
1,317 1,463 1,920 2,410 2,934 

Lewiston/Auburn MSA: 
Auburn, Durham, Greene, Leeds, Lewiston, Lisbon, 

Livermore, Livermore Falls, Mechanic Falls, Minot, 

Poland, Sabattus, Turner, Wales 

988 1,093 1,395 1,829 2,030 

Penobscot County HMFA: 
Alton, Argyle UT, Bradford, Bradley, Burlington, 

Carmel, Carroll plantation, Charleston, Chester, 

Clifton, Corinna, Corinth, Dexter, Dixmont, Drew 

plantation, East Central Penobscot UT, East 

Millinocket, Edinburg, Enfield, Etna, Exeter, 

Garland, Greenbush, Howland, Hudson, Kingman 

UT, Lagrange, Lakeville, Lee, Levant, Lincoln, 

Lowell town, Mattawamkeag, Maxfield, Medway, 

Millinocket, Mount Chase, Newburgh Newport, 

North Penobscot UT, Passadumkeag, Patten, 

Plymouth, Prentiss UT, Seboeis plantation, 

Springfield, Stacyville, Stetson, Twombly UT, 

Webster plantation, Whitney UT, Winn, Woodville 

923 968 1,271 1,601 1,895 

Portland HMFA: 
Cape Elizabeth, Casco, Chebeague Island, 

Cumberland, Falmouth, Freeport, Frye Island, 

Gorham, Gray, Long Island,  North Yarmouth, 

Portland, Raymond, Scarborough, South Portland, 

Standish, Westbrook, Windham, Yarmouth; Buxton, 

Hollis, Limington, Old Orchard Beach 

1,517 1,721 2,212 2,798 3,429 

Sagadahoc HMFA: 
Arrowsic, Bath, Bowdoin, Bowdoinham, 

Georgetown, Perkins UT, Phippsburg, Richmond, 

Topsham, West Bath, Woolwich 

1,141 1,285 1,579 2,212 2,651 
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COUNTY 1 2 3 4 5* 

York County HMFA:  
Acton, Alfred, Arundel, Biddeford, Cornish, Dayton, 

Kennebunk, Kennebunkport, Lebanon, Limerick, 

Lyman, Newfield, North Berwick, Ogunquit, 

Parsonsfield, Saco, Sanford, Shapleigh, Waterboro, 

Wells 

 

1,278 

 

1,443 

 

1,778 

 

2,347 

 

2,586 

      
York/Kittery/S.Berwick HMFA: 
Berwick, Eliot, Kittery, South Berwick, York 

 

1,487 

 

 

1,681 

 

2,168 

 

2,807 

 

3,641 

*Note:  Add $75 for each additional person. 

 

Non-Metropolitan Areas 
 Persons in Household 
 

COUNTY 1 2 3 4 5* 

 

Aroostook County 

 

803 

  

871 

 

1,085 

 

1,486 

 

1,569 

 

Franklin County 

 

842 

 

936 

 

1,228 

 

1,621 

 

1,816 

 

Hancock County 

 

1,139 

 

1,140 

 

1,349 

 

1,787 

 

1,791 

 

Kennebec County 

 

985 

 

991 

 

1,276 

 

1,599 

 

1,913 

 

Knox County 

 

972 

 

987 

 

1,200 

 

1,597 

 

1,780 

 

Lincoln County 

 

1,190 

 

1,213 

 

1,375 

 

1,807 

 

2,217 

 

Oxford County 

 

937 

 

942 

 

1,223 

 

1,623 

 

2,024 

 

Piscataquis County 

 

848 

 

943 

 

1,236 

 

1,489 

 

1,738 

 

Somerset County  

 

932 

 

1,002 

 

1,177 

 

1,532 

 

1,661 

 

Waldo County 

 

1,117 

 

1,123 

 

1,347 

 

1,734 

 

2,284 

 

Washington County 

 

871 

 

875 

 

 1,136 

 

1,582 

 

1,695 
 

* Please Note:  Add $75 for each additional person. 
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2025-2026 Food Maximums 
 

Please Note:  The maximum amounts allowed for food are established in accordance with the 

U.S.D.A. Thrifty Food Plan. As of October 1, 2025, those amounts are: 

 

 

Number in  

Household 

Weekly  

Maximum 

Monthly  

Maximum  

1       69.30       298.00  

2     126.98       546.00  

3     182.56       785.00  

4     231.16       994.00  

5     275.12    1,183.00  

6     330.47    1,421.00  

7     365.35    1,571.00  

8     416.05    1,789.00  

 

 

Note:  For each additional person add $218 per month. 

 

 

https://fns-prod.azureedge.us/sites/default/files/resource-files/snap-cola-fy25.pdf
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2025-2026 GA Housing Maximums  
(Heated & Unheated Rents) 

 

NOTE: NOT ALL MUNICIPALITIES SHOULD ADOPT THESE SUGGESTED 

HOUSING MAXIMUMS!  ONLY consider adopting the following numbers if these figures 

are consistent with local rent values.  If not, a market survey should be conducted, and the 

figures altered accordingly. The results of any such survey must be presented to DHHS prior to 

adoption. Or, no housing maximums should be adopted and eligibility should be analyzed in 

terms of the Overall Maximum—Appendix A. (See Instruction Memo for further guidance.) 

 

Non-Metropolitan FMR Areas 

Aroostook County Unheated Heated 

Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly 

0 149 640 181 779 

1 155 667 196 844 

2 192 826 245 1,054 

3 273 1,174 338 1,451 

4 278 1,196 356 1,529 

     

Franklin County Unheated Heated 

Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly 

0 158 679 190 818 

1 170 732 211 909 

2 225 969 278 1,197 

3 304 1,309 369 1,586 

4 336 1,443 413 1,776 

     

Hancock County Unheated Heated 

Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly 

0 231 995 260 1,118 

1 231 995 260 1,118 

2 260 1,118 307 1,322 

3 351 1,509 408 1,756 

4 351 1,509 408 1,756 

     

Kennebec County Unheated Heated 

Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly 

0 196 841 224 964 

1 196 841 225 968 

2 243 1,045 291 1,249 

3 307 1,321 365 1,568 

4 367 1,578 437 1,877 
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Non-Metropolitan FMR Areas 

Knox County Unheated Heated 

Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly 

0 192 828 221 951 

1 192 828 224 964 

2 225 969 273 1,173 

3 307 1,319 364 1,566 

4 336 1,445 406 1,744 

     

Lincoln County Unheated Heated 

Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly 

0 243 1,046 272 1,169 

1 243 1,046 277 1,190 

2 266 1,144 314 1,348 

3 356 1,529 413 1,776 

4 438 1,882 507 2,181 

     

Oxford County Unheated Heated 

Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly 

0 184 793 213 916 

1 184 793 214 919 

2 231 992 278 1,196 

3 313 1,345 370 1,592 

4 393 1,689 462 1,988 

     

Piscataquis County Unheated Heated 

Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly 

0 159 685 192 824 

1 172 739 213 916 

2 227 977 280 1,205 

3 274 1,177 338 1,454 

4 317 1,365 395 1,698 

     

Somerset County Unheated Heated 

Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly 

0 183 788 212 911 

1 191 820 228 979 

2 220 946 267 1,150 

3 292 1,254 349 1,501 

4 308 1,326 378 1,625 
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Non-Metropolitan FMR Areas 

Waldo County Unheated Heated 

Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly 

0 226 973 255 1,096 

1 226 973 256 1,100 

2 260 1,116 307 1,320 

3 339 1,456 396 1,703 

4 453 1,949 523 2,248 

     

Washington County Unheated Heated 

Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly 

0 169 727 198 850 

1 169 727 198 852 

2 210 905 258 1,109 

3 303 1,305 361 1,551 

4 316 1,360 386 1,659 

Metropolitan FMR Areas 

Bangor HMFA Unheated Heated 

Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly 

0 231 993 260 1,116 

1 243 1,043 280 1,202 

2 310 1,335 358 1,539 

3 402 1,730 460 1,977 

4 481 2,066 550 2,365 

     

Cumberland Cty. 

HMFA 
Unheated Heated 

Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly 

0 273 1,173 301 1,296 

1 298 1,281 335 1,440 

2 393 1,689 440 1,893 

3 496 2,132 553 2,379 

4 604 2,599 674 2,898 

     

Lewiston/Auburn MSA Unheated Heated 

Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly 

0 196 844 225 967 

1 212 911 249 1,070 

2 271 1,164 318 1,368 

3 361 1,551 418 1,798 

4 394 1,695 464 1,994 
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Metropolitan FMR Areas 

Penobscot Cty. HMFA Unheated Heated 

Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly 

0 181 779 210 902 

1 183 786 220 945 

2 242 1,040 289 1,244 

3 308 1,323 365 1,570 

4 363 1,560 432 1,859 

Portland HMFA Unheated Heated 

Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly 

0 319 1,373 348 1,496 

1 358 1,539 395 1,698 

2 461 1,981 508 2,185 

3 586 2,520 644 2,767 

4 720 3,094 789 3,393 

Sagadahoc Cty. HMFA Unheated Heated 

Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly 

0 232 997 261 1,120 

1 256 1,103 293 1,262 

2 313 1,348 361 1,552 

3 450 1,934 507 2,181 

4 539 2,316 608 2,615 

York Cty. HMFA Unheated Heated 

Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly 

0 264 1,134 292 1,257 

1 293 1,261 330 1,420 

2 360 1,547 407 1,751 

3 481 2,069 539 2,316 

4 524 2,251 593 2,550 

York/Kittery/S. Berwick 

HMFA Unheated Heated 

Bedrooms Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly 

0 312 1,343 341 1,466 

1 349 1,499 386 1,658 

2 450 1,937 498 2,141 

3 588 2,529 646 2,776 

4 769 3,306 838 3,605 
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2025-2026 GA MAXIMUMS SUMMARY SHEET 

 

Note:  The overall maximums found in Appendices A, B, C, D, E, and F are effective from 

October 1, 2025 to September 30, 2026. 

 

APPENDIX A - OVERALL MAXIMUMS  

 

County  Persons in Household 

  1 2 3 4 5 6 

        

        

NOTE:  For each additional person add $75 per month. 
 

(The applicable figures from Appendix A, once adopted, should be inserted here.) 

 

 

APPENDIX B - FOOD MAXIMUMS  
 

Number in Household Weekly Maximum Monthly Maximum 
1 $ 69.30  $ 298.00 

2  126.98   546.00 

3  182.56   785.00 

4  231.16    994.00 

5  275.12  1,183.00 

6  330.47  1,421.00 

7  365.35                      1,517.00  

8  416.05 

 

 1,789.00 

NOTE:  For each additional person add $218 per month. 

 

 

APPENDIX C - HOUSING MAXIMUMS 

 

 
Unheated  Heated 

Number of 

Bedrooms 

 
Weekly  Monthly  Weekly 

 
Monthly 

0         

1         

2  

3         

4         

(The applicable figures from Appendix C, once adopted, should be inserted here.) 
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APPENDIX D - UTILITIES  
 

ELECTRIC 
 

NOTE:  For an electrically heated dwelling also see “Heating Fuel” maximums below.  But remember, an 

applicant is not automatically entitled to the “maximums” established⎯applicants must demonstrate 

need. 
 

1)  Electricity Maximums for Households Without Electric Hot Water: The maximum amounts 

allowed for utilities, for lights, cooking and other electric uses excluding electric hot water and heat: 

Number in Household Weekly Monthly 

1 $19.95 $ 85.50 

2 $22.52 $ 96.50 

3 $24.97 $107.00 

4 $27.53 $118.00 

5 $29.88 $128.50 

6 $32.55 $139.50 

NOTE:  For each additional person add $10.50 per month. 
 

2)  Electricity Maximums for Households With Electrically Heated Hot Water:  The maximum 

amounts allowed for utilities, hot water, for lights, cooking and other electric uses excluding heat: 

Number in Household Weekly Monthly 

1 $29.63 $127.00 

2 $34.07 $146.00 

3 $39.67 $170.00 

4 $46.32 $198.50 

5 $55.65 $238.50 

6 $58.68 $251.50 

NOTE:  For each additional person add $14.50 per month. 
 

NOTE: For electrically heated households, the maximum amount allowed for electrical utilities per 

month shall be the sum of the appropriate maximum amount under this subsection and the appropriate 

maximum for heating fuel as provided below. 

 

APPENDIX E - HEATING FUEL  
 

Month Gallons Month Gallons 

September 50 January 225 

October 100 February 225 

November 200 March 125 

December 200 April 125 

  May 50 
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NOTE:  When the dwelling unit is heated electrically, the maximum amount allowed for heating 

purposes will be calculated by multiplying the number of gallons of fuel allowed for that month 

by the current price per gallon.  When fuels such as wood, coal and/or natural gas are used for 

heating purposes, they will be budgeted at actual rates, if they are reasonable.  No eligible 

applicant shall be considered to need more than 7 tons of coal per year, 8 cords of wood per year, 

126,000 cubic feet of natural gas per year, or 1000 gallons of propane. 

 

APPENDIX F - PERSONAL CARE & HOUSEHOLD SUPPLIES 
 

 

Number in Household Weekly Amount Monthly Amount 

1-2 $10.50 $45.00 

3-4 $11.60 $50.00 

5-6 $12.80 $55.00 

7-8 $14.00 $60.00 

NOTE:  For each additional person add $1.25 per week or $5.00 per month. 

 

SUPPLEMENT FOR HOUSEHOLDS WITH CHILDREN UNDER 5 

 
When an applicant can verify expenditures for the following items, a special supplement will be budgeted 

as necessary for households with children under 5 years of age for items such as cloth or disposable 

diapers, laundry powder, oil, shampoo, and ointment up to the following amounts: 

 

Number of Children Weekly Amount Monthly Amount 

1 $12.80 $55.00 

2 $17.40 $75.00 

3 $23.30 $100.00 

4 $27.90 $120.00 
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2025-2026 Mileage Rate  
 

This municipality adopts the State of Maine travel expense reimbursement rate as set by the Office of the 

State Comptroller.  The current rate for approved employment and necessary medical travel etc. is 54 cents 

(54¢) per mile.  

 

Please refer to the Office of the State Controller for changes to this rate at 626-8420 or visit 

https://www.maine.gov/osc/travel/mileage-other-info. 

 

 

https://www.maine.gov/osc/travel/mileage-other-info
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Funeral Maximums  

 

Burial Maximums 

 

The maximum amount of general assistance granted for the purpose of burial is $1,620.   

The municipality’s obligation to provide funds for burial purposes is limited to a 

reasonable calculation of the funeral director’s direct costs, not to exceed the maximum 

amounts of assistance described in this section.  Allowable burial expenses are limited to:  

• removal of the body from a local residence or institution 

• a secured death certificate or obituary 

• embalming  

• a minimum casket 

• a reasonable cost for necessary transportation 

• other reasonable and necessary specified direct costs, as itemized by 

the funeral director and approved by the municipal administrator. 

 

Additional costs may be allowed by the GA administrator, where there is an actual cost, 

for: 

 

• the wholesale cost of a cement liner if the cemetery by-laws require 

one; 

• the opening and closing of the grave site; and 

• a lot in the least expensive section of the cemetery.  If the municipality 

is able to provide a cemetery lot in a municipally owned cemetery or 

in a cemetery under municipal control, the cost of the cemetery lot in 

any other cemetery will not be paid by the municipality. 

 

 

 
Cremation Maximums 

The maximum amount of assistance granted for a cremation shall be $1,125.   

The municipality’s obligation to provide funds for cremation purposes is limited to a 

reasonable calculation of the funeral director’s direct costs, not to exceed the maximum 

amounts of assistance described in this section.  Allowable cremation expenses are 

limited to:  

• removal and transportation of the body from a local residence or 

institution 

• professional fees 

• crematorium fees 

• a secured death certificate or obituary 
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• other reasonable and necessary specified direct costs, as itemized by 

the funeral director and approved by the municipal administrator. 

Additional costs may be allowed by the GA administrator where there is an actual cost, 

for: 

• a cremation lot in the least expensive section of the cemetery 

• a reasonable cost for a burial urn not to exceed $55 

• transportation costs borne by the funeral director at a reasonable rate 

per mile for transporting the remains to and from the cremation 

facility. 

 



The following Recovery Residence maximums are in effect from 10/1/2025- 9/30/2026

Non-Metropolitan FMR Areas
Area Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly
Aroostook County $147.00 $633.00 $102.90 $443.10
Franklin County $158.25 $681.75 $110.78 $477.23
Hancock County $195.00 $838.50 $136.50 $586.95
Kennebec County $168.75 $726.00 $118.13 $508.20
Knox County $168.00 $723.00 $117.60 $506.10
Lincoln County $207.75 $892.50 $145.43 $624.75
Oxford County $160.50 $689.25 $112.35 $482.48
Piscataquis County $159.75 $687.00 $111.83 $480.90
Somerset County $171.00 $734.25 $119.70 $513.98
Waldo County $192.00 $825.00 $134.40 $577.50
Washington County $148.50 $639.00 $103.95 $447.30

Metropolitan FMR Areas
Area Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly
Bangor HMFA $210.00 $901.50 $147.00 $631.05
Cumberland Cty. HMFA $251.25 $1,080.00 $175.88 $756.00
Lewiston/Auburn MSA $186.75 $802.50 $130.73 $561.75
Penobscot Cty. HMFA $165.00 $708.75 $115.50 $496.13
Portland HMFA $296.25 $1,273.50 $207.38 $891.45
Sagadahoc Cty. HMFA $219.75 $946.50 $153.83 $662.55
York Cty. HMFA $247.50 $1,065.00 $173.25 $745.50
York/Kittery/S. Berwick HMFA $289.50 $1,243.50 $202.65 $870.45

These rates were calculated according to CMR 10-144, Ch. 323, Section V which requires:

A. The Recovery Residence is 75% of 1 bedroom heated rate.

B. The Recovery Residence rate for a facility with 26 or more beds is 70% of the <26 bed rate (A).

Revised 08/22/2025

2025-2026 GA Housing Maximums
Recovery Residences

25 Beds or less 26+ Beds

25 Beds or less 26+ Beds
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ACTION: Councilor O’Halloran moved that the resolve be adopted. Councilor Kimball seconded 

the motion. The motion passed with a unanimous vote.  

*** 

 

2025-C013             September 23, 2025 

 

TITLE: ORDER, AMEND CHAPTER 28 OF THE CHARTER, CODES AND  

ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF BREWER, ENTITLED “BREWER 

SIGN ORDINANCE”, ARTICLE 6, “SIGN STANDARDS”, SECTION 

6.10, “CHANGEABLE SIGNS”.        

     

Filed September 12, 2025 

          By William Kimball 

 

BE IT ORDAINED, by the City Council of the City of Brewer, that Chapter 28, of the Charter, 

Codes and Ordinances of the City of Brewer, entitled “Brewer Sign Ordinance”, Article 6, “Sign 

Standards”, Section 10.6, “Changeable Signs”, be amended as follows:  

 

SECTION 6.10 CHANGEABLE SIGNS  

Signs which are created, designed, manufactured, or modified in order 

to display a message that may be electronically, digitally or 

mechanically altered by the complete substitution or replacement of 

one display by another on each side and are subject to the following: 

 1. May be changed no more than once every 20 minutes ten (10)  

seconds 

 2. Must change as rapidly as technologically practicable, with  

no phasing, rolling, scrolling, flashing or blending 

 3. May consist of alphabetic or numeric text on a plain or  

colored background and may include graphic, pictorial or  

photographic images 

 

Statement of Fact: This amendment will increase the frequency with which changeable signs may be 

changed, better matching current practices.  

 

ACTION: Councilor Kimball moved that the amendment be certified and filed with the city clerk 

for posting. Councilor Phanthay seconded the motion. The motion passed with a unanimous vote.  

***  
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H. New Items with Leave of Council  

 

ACTION: Mayor Daniels introduced Order 2025-A204 “Reconsider Order 2025-A183, entitled 

“Issue Warrant for November 4, 2025 City of Brewer Municipal Election and set polling hours for 

November 4, 2025 City of Brewer Municipal Election and State of Maine Referendum Election.” to 

remove the election of Charter Review Commission Members from the Municipal Ballot.” under 

suspension of the rules. The Council members voted 5 to 0 unanimous consent to add Order 2025-A204 

to the agenda under suspension of the rules.  

*** 

 

2025-A204             September 23, 2025 

 

TITLE: ORDER, RECONSIDER ORDER 2025-A183, ENTITLED “ISSUE WARRANT  

FOR NOVEMBER 4, 2025 CITY OF BREWER MUNICIPAL 

ELECTION AND SET POLLING HOURS FOR NOVEMBER 4, 2025 

CITY OF BREWER MUNICIPAL ELECTION AND STATE OF MAINE 

REFERENDUM ELECTION.”, TO REMOVE THE ELECTION OF 

CHARTER REVIEW COMMISSION MEMBERS FROM THE 

MUNICIPAL BALLOT.   

 

Filed September 23, 2025 

By Jenn M. Morin and  

Dani O’Halloran 

 

EMERGENCY PREAMBLE 
 

WHEREAS, orders passed by the Brewer City Council do not become effective until five days 

after approval unless such orders contain emergency preambles; and  

 

WHEREAS, it is imperative that this order become effective immediately upon its passage to 

allow the administration of election matters without delay; and  

 

WHEREAS, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Charter, Code and 

Ordinances of the City of Brewer and require that the following order become effective immediately 

upon its approval to protect the public health, common welfare and safety of the citizens of Brewer; and  

 

 WHEREAS, Order 2025-A079, establishing the Charter Review Commission for the City of  

Brewer, was passed by the Brewer City Council at a regular meeting held on Tuesday, April 8, 2025; and  

 

WHEREAS, Order 2025-A183, was passed by the Brewer City Council at a regular meeting held 

on Tuesday, August 12, 2025, issuing a warrant for four municipal elections, including an election for 

six members of the Charter Review Commission for the City of Brewer; and  
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WHEREAS, throughout the nominating period, no potential candidates took out nominating 

papers to pursue the office of Charter Review Commission Member, and no candidates qualified to 

appear on the municipal ballot; and  

 

WHEREAS, it is the opinion of the Brewer City Council that it would be in the best interests of 

the City of Brewer to defer the election of Charter Review Commission Members at this time rather than 

conduct a write-in election.  

 

NOW, THERFORE, BE IT ORDERED, that the Brewer City Council, does hereby amend Order 

2025-A183, entitled, “Issue warrant for November 4, 2025 City of Brewer Municipal Election and set 

polling hours for the November 4, 2025 City of Brewer Municipal Election and State of Maine 

Referendum Election.”, as follows:  

 

CITY OF BREWER, MAINE 
IN CITY COUNCIL ASSEMBLED 

 

2025-A183                   August 12, 2025 
 

TITLE: ORDER, ISSUE WARRANT FOR NOVEMBER 4, 2025 CITY OF BREWER  

MUNICIPAL ELECTION AND SET POLLING HOURS FOR 

NOVEMBER 4, 2025 CITY OF BREWER MUNICIPAL ELECTION 

AND STATE OF MAINE REFERENDUM ELECTION.    

  

Filed July 11, 2025 

By Dani O’Halloran 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Brewer Municipal Election and State of Maine Referendum Election 

will be held on Tuesday, November 4, 2025; and  

 

WHEREAS, Title 21-A, M.R.S.A., §626(1) provides that the polls must be opened no earlier 

than 6:00 a.m. and no later than 8:00 a.m. on election day; and  

  

WHEREAS, Title 21-A, M.R.S.A., §626(1) further provides that the municipal officers shall 

determine the time of opening the polls within the time limits of 6:00 a.m. to 8:00 a.m.; and  

 

WHEREAS, a poll opening time of 7:00 a.m. will, in the judgment of the municipal officers, 

meet the needs of the municipality for the November 4, 2025 election.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED, that the Municipal Officers of the City of Brewer 

herewith set the time of 7:00 a.m. for opening the polls and a time of 8:00 p.m. for closing the polls for 

the November 4, 2025 City of Brewer Municipal Election and State of Maine Referendum Election; and   
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BE IT FURTHER ORDERED, that the warrant be issued for the City of Brewer Municipal 

Election to be held on November 4, 2025 with the polls to open at 7:00 a.m. and close at 8:00 p.m.  

 

Statement of Fact: This order issues a warrant for the Municipal Election, and sets the opening of the 

polls on November 4, 2025 at 7:00 a.m. 
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CITY OF BREWER 

MUNICIPAL ELECTION 

 

Penobscot ss.    State of Maine 

 

To: ______________________________, a Constable in the City of Brewer. 

 

You are hereby required in the name of the State of Maine to notify the voters of the City of Brewer of 

the election described in this warrant. 

 

TO THE VOTERS OF THE CITY OF BREWER 

WARD 1, PRECINCT 1  

 

You are hereby notified that the Municipal Election in the City of Brewer will be held at the Joseph L. 

Ferris Community Center, 318 Wilson Street in Brewer, Maine, on Tuesday, the fourth day of 

November 2025 for the purpose of affecting the election of: 

 

• TWO MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL FOR THREE-YEAR TERMS 

• ONE MEMBER OF THE SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE FOR A THREE-

YEAR TERM 

• ONE TRUSTEE OF THE BREWER HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT FOR A FIVE-YEAR TERM 

• SIX MEMBERS OF THE CHARTER REVIEW COMMISSION FOR THE CITY OF 

BREWER  

 

The polls shall be open at 7:00 A.M. and close at 8:00 P.M. 

  

The Registrar of Voters shall hold office hours while the polls are open to correct any error in or change 

of name or address on the voting list, to accept the registration of any person eligible to vote and to 

accept new registrations. 

 

A person who is not registered as a voter may not vote in any election. 

 

Dated at Brewer, Maine this 12th day of August 23rd day of September in the year of Our Lord, Two-

Thousand-and-Twenty-Five. 

 

 Majority of the Municipal Officers of Brewer 

 

 _____________________________ 

 

____________________________  _________________________ 

 

____________________________  _________________________ 
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ACTION: Councilor Morin moved that the order have passage. Councilor Phanthay seconded the 

motion. The order passed with a unanimous vote.   

*** 

 

I. ADJOURN  

 

ACTION: Councilor Phanthay moved to adjourn. Councilor Morin seconded the motion. The 

motion passed with a unanimous vote. The meeting adjourned at 6:04 P.M.  

*** 

 

 

 

ADJOURNED, ATTEST:       Vincent P. Migliore 

          City Clerk 

 

A TRUE COPY, ATTEST:       Brewer, Maine   




